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Noise Thermometer

Common Noise Levels and Typical Reactions

Sound Noise Level Apparent Typical
Source Loudness Reaction
135
Military jet 130 64x as loud Painfully loud
Limit amplified speech
Jet takeoff at 50m 120 32x as loud
110 16x as loud Maximum vocal effort
Jet takeoff at 500m 100 8x as loud
Freight train at 15m 95
90 4x as loud Very annoying — hearing
damage (8 hrs)
Heavy truck at 15m 2x as loud Annoying
Busy city street
Highway traffic at 15m Base Reference Point (Telephone use difficult)

Light car traffic at 15m 1/2 as loud Intrusive
Noisy office 1/4 as loud Speech interference
Public library 1/8 as loud Quiet
Soft whisper at 5m 30 1/16 as loud Very quiet
10 1/64 as loud Just audible
Threshold of hearing 0
Note:

|
: Noise levels shown are maximum instantaneous levels. Changes in :
I noise level of less than 3 dB are not generally noticeable to the human 1
| listener. An increase of 10 dB is perceived as a doubling of loudness |
| and a decrease of 10 dB is perceived as being half as loud |
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